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The	UK’s	 decision	 to	 leave	 the	 EU	 represents	 a	 critical	 juncture	 for	 the	UK	and	 its	





subsequent	 Confidence	 and	 Supply	 Agreement	 between	 the	 Conservative	 Party	 and	 the	
Democratic	Unionist	Party	in	order	to	aid	the	Conservative	party	form	a	minority	government)	
added	an	unexpected	dimension	to	the	question	of	how	to	deal	with	Northern	Ireland	during	









Northern	 Irish	peace	process	was	 framed	by	EU	membership	both	 for	 Ireland	and	 the	UK	
which	initiated	a	period	of	regional	economic	revival	and	political	stability.	As	Murphy	argues,	
while	 there	 has	 been	 some	 success	 in	 establishing	 devolved	 institutions	 and	 improving	
community	 relations,	 Northern	 Ireland	 is	 a	 region	 in	 transition	 which	 faces	 continued	
economic,	 political,	 security	 and	 social	 challenges.	 The	 process	 of	 reconciliation	 and	
community	integration	is	slow	and	the	challenges	are	both	complex	and	multifaceted.		
Using	 Galtung’s	 (1990)	 ‘negative	 peace’	 thesis	 as	 the	 theoretical	 framework	 this	
analysis	 argues	 that	 the	 persistent	 disagreement	 and	 tensions	 contribute	 to	 the	 ongoing	







the	EU.	Murphy	posits	 that	 this	 relationship	has	been	 largely	 low-key	and	uncontroversial	







rarely	 had	 a	 polarizing	 effect	 on	 the	 Northern	 Ireland	 administration.	 Until	 the	 2016	
referendum.	Chapter	Two	examines	how	Northern	 Ireland’s	 ‘negative	peace’	environment	
was	receptive	to	the	dynamisms	that	Brexit	unleashed.	The	chapter	examines	how	the	EU	is	
now	 of	 issue	 salience	 in	 Northern	 Ireland	 with	 a	 shared	 understanding	 across	 both	






constitutional	 stability”	 (pg.	 96).	 Brexit	 produces	 a	 collision	 between	 Northern	 Ireland’s	
introverted	politics	and	 its	political	economy	which	 limits	both	 the	political	and	economic	
gains	of	the	peace	process.		
Chapter	Three	addresses	the	key	issue	of	who	speaks	for	Northern	Ireland	and	outlines	
how	Brexit	 in	Northern	 Ireland	became	 intertwined	with	 the	 constitutional	 issue.	Murphy	
states	that	the	absence	of	a	strong	Northern	Ireland	voice	as	a	consequence	of	the	mistrust	
between	 the	 political	 parties	 coupled	 with	 the	 ‘negative	 peace’	 environment	 and	 the	








to	 the	 literature	 on	 the	 politics	 of	 Northern	 Ireland	 and	 to	 Brexit	 in	 particular.	Murphy’s	
considerable	scholarly	knowledge	of	the	politics	on	the	island	of	Ireland	and	EU	governance	
allow	for	 the	systematic	qualitative	research	evidenced	throughout	this	book.	 In	turn,	 this	
analysis	produces	a	significant,	comprehensive	and	timely	account	of	how	to	negotiate	the	
unique	 case	 of	 Northern	 Ireland	 as	 well	 as	 determining	 the	 future	 relationship	 between	
Northern	Ireland	and	the	EU.		
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